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Let the wife be happy in thy bosom. That, verily, is the lot
of mankind.' The epic ends with the shade of Enkidu, sum-
moned from the underworld by his friend, piously reflecting
upon the happy fate of those who are buried with full religi*
ous ceremony.

Quite apart from its being the world's oldest literary work,
the story of Gilgamesh is worth reading because its back-
ground of everyday life in * high-walled Erech' throws into
relief the figure of one of the ' world's first great, white-bearded
kings' as no Sumerian statue ever can.

The First Dynasty of Ur is the next on the list, and it starts
with the name Mes-an-ni-pad-da. This was the first Sumerian
king's name mentioned in the chronicles to be linked with
reality by an archaeologist's discoveries. Sir Leonard Woolley,
excavating a Sumerian temple at Al-Ubaid soon after the
last war, discovered a stone tablet, now in the Iraq Museum,
on which are inscribed the words * A-an-ni-pad-da, son of Mes-
an-ni-pad-da, King of Ur, has built a temple for Ninkharsag '.6
This discovery gave new significance to the king-lists, and it
was not surprising when other royal names were linked with
buildings or offerings of one sort or another, by archaeologists
working at other Sumerian sites.

One other interesting archaeological corroboratioa of the
chronicles deserves mentioning. Two of the latest dynasties
are attributed respectively to the cities of Akshak and Mari,
and there had always been reason for thinking them con-
temporary. During the early nineteeri-thirties, a great
quantity of late Sumerian votive statues was discovered by
an expedition of the University of Chicago at a mound on the
Diyalah river called Khafaje. This mound was soon after-
wards identified as the ancient city of Akshak.* By a curious
coincidence another expedition sent out by the Louvre was
at the same time working on the Euphrates just beyond the
Syrian frontier at a site called Tell Hariri, which had at once
proved to represent the ruins of Mari. The director of the
American, expedition, visiting his French colleague at the end
of one of his digging seasons, was astonished to see amongst
the Mari finds Sumerian statues so exactly resembling those
found at Akshak, three hundred miles away, that one

* Some authorities prefer to identify Akshak with Tell Omar, the
ancient Seleucia.